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\ HARLES, By 
thes Grace- of GOD, 


King of ScorLanDd, Ex c- 
LAND, FRANCE, and Is =- 
Land, Defender of the 
Fayth, To Our Lovits, Mi 


'Heraulds, Purſevaunts; Our 
Shyreffs in that part conjundilie and ſeverallic, 
ſpecially conſtitute, Greering, Forſameikle as our 
of the Royall and Fatherly Care which We haue 
had of theGood and Peace of this Our Ancient & | 
Natiue Kingdome; having taken to Our ferious 
Confideration, all ſuch things as might haue gi- « 
ven Contentment to Our good and, loyall Sub- . 
jets: And tothis ende had diſcharged, by Our 
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Proclamation, the Servicc Booke, Booke of Cae 
_ nons, and High Commiſſion, Freed and liberare_ 
all men from the practifing of the ftue Articles, 
Made all Our Subjects, both Eccleftaſticall & Ci- 
vill, lyable to'the Cenſure of Parliament, Gene- 
rall Agemblic, or anie other judicatorie com- 
- perent, according to the nature and qualitie of 
the Offence : And for the free entrie of Mini- 
ſters, Thar no other Oath bee adminiſtrate vnto.. 
them, than that which is contayned in the AQ. 
| of Parliament ; Had declaredall by-gone Difſor. . 
Ig _ ders, abſolutclic torgorten, and forgiven; And. 
for the more full & cleare cx pacing all ground ; 
and occaſion of Fears of innovation of k ci 'P10N, 
Wee had commanded rhe Confeflian of Faych, 
and Band for Mayntcnance thereof, and of au- 
choririe in defence of the ſame, ſubſcrybed by 
Our deare Father,and His Houſe-holde,ina Anno 
15 $0, to be renewed, and ſubſcrybed agayneby 
_ our Subjcects:-here:- Lyke as for fetling of a per«= 
fect Peace in the Church and Common-wealth 
of this Kingdome, We cauſed indi a Free Ge- 
nerall Aſſemblie, to bee holden atGlaſgow, the. 
xx) of this inſtant, and thereafter a Parliament in 
May, 1639.. By which clement Dealing, Wee. 
looked aſſuredlie,to haue reduced Our Subjeas, 
_ totheir former quyet behaviour, 8& duerifull car- 
riage, whereto they are bound by the Word of 
— GOD. and Laws both Nationall and Mumicipall,.. 
eo Us their Natiue and Soveraygne Prince. And 
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the contrarie , by Our ſo Gracious procedure, 
they were rather emboldened, not onlicto con. 
tinue in their ſtubborne and valawtfull wayes ; 
but alſo daylic adde to their former proccdurcs, 
acts of neglc, and contempt of Authoritic ; as 
evidentlie appeared by open oppofing of Our 
juſt and religious Pleaſure, and Command , cx- 
preſt in Our laſt Proclamation, anent the diſ- 
charge of the Service Booke, Booke of Canons, 
High Commiſton, &c. proteſting agaynſt the 
fame, and ſtryving by manic indirc ineans, to 
withdraw the hearts of Our good Pcoplc, not 
onlic from an hcartie acknowledgement of Our 
gracious dealing with them , but allo from the 
due obedience ro thoſe Our juſt and religious 
Commands,notwithſtanding We had bene for- 
merlie ſo often petitioned by themlelues for the 
fame: By thcir daylic and hourlie guarding and 
watching about Our Caſtle of Edinburgh, ſuftc= 
ring nothing to be imported therein, bur attheir 
diſcretion: And openlic ſtopping,and impeding, 
anic importation of Ammunition , or other nc- 
ceflaries whatſoever to anie other of our Houfes, 


Within that Kingdome: Denying to vs their S0- 


veraygne Lord, that Libertie and Freedome, 
which the meaneſt of them aſſume to them{cluce, 
(an AR without Precedent or example in the 
Chriſtian world: » By making of Convocations, 
and Councell Tables of Nobilicie, Gentrie, Bur- 
rows, and Miniters, within the Citie of Edin- 


burgh: Where, not regarding the Lawes of the 


B Kingd 
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Kingdome, they wichout warrand of Authotitie * 


conveane, aſſemble, and treat vpon Matters, as 
well Ecclefiaſticallas Civil,ſend their injuacions 
add directions throughout the Countrey, to their 
i{ubordinare Tables, and other vader Miniſters, 
appoynted by them for that ettet, And vnder 
colourand pretext of Religion , exercing an vn- 
warranded and vabounded libertic, require obe.- 
dience to their illegall and valawtfull procedures 


and dirc&ions, to the great and ſeenc prejudice 


of Authoritie,and lawfull Monarchicall Govern=- 


ment. And notwithſtanding 1t was evidentlie 
manifeſt, by the illegall and vaformall courſe, 


taken in the eleftion of their Commillioners for 


the Aſſemblie, whereof ſome are vnder the cen« 


Ture of this Church, ſome vnder the cenſure of 


the Church of Ireland,and ſome long lince banie 


ſhed, for open and avowed teaching agaynſt Mo. 


narchie: others of them ſuſpended, and ſome ad. 
mitted tothe Miniſterie, contrarie to the forme 
preſcrybed by theLaws ofthis Kingdome; others 
of them a long time ſince denounced Rebels, and 
put to the Horne, who by all law and vnviolable 
cuſtome and practique of this Kingdome, are, 
and ever haue beene, incapable, cytherto perſue, 
or defende before anie judicatorie ; farre lefletoa 
bee judges themſclues; ſome of chem confined, 
and all of them by oath and ſ{ubſcription, bound 
£0 the overthrow of Epiſcopacie. And. by this, 
and other their vnder-hand working, and private 


- informations, and perſwaſions , haue givea juſt 


ground 


(9) 


ground of ſuſpicion of their partialitie herein, 
and ſo madethemſelues vnfit judges of what con- 


cerneth Epiſcopacie, Andals jt was fufficient- ' 
lie cleared by the peremptorie and illegall proce: . 
dures of the Presbyteries,whoattheirowne hand - 


by order of Law, and withour duc forme of Pro+ 
celle, thruſt out the Moderators lawfullie eſta. 
bliſhed, & placed others, whom they found moſt 
inclinable to their turbulent humours, aſlociate 
tothemſclues, for the chooſing of the fſayd Com- 
mifftoners for the Aﬀemblie, a laicke Elder our 
of each Paroch,who being in moſt places equall, 
if not moe in number than the Miniſterie, made 
choyce both of the Miniſters, who ſhould bce 
Commiſſioners from the Presbyteries, as alſo of 
a ruling Elder, beeing directed more therein by 
the warrands from the forc-ſayde pretended 
Tables, than by their owne judgementes, as ap- 
pearcth-by the ſeverall private inſtruftions ſent 
from them, farre contrarietothe Lawes of the 
Countrey, and lowable cuſtome of the Church: 
by which .doinges it is too manifeſt, that no 
calme nor peaceable procedure or courſe, could 
haue beene expeRed from this'Aſſemblie, for 
ſerling of the preſent diſorders and diſtraQtions, 
Yet wee were pleaſed heerein, in ſome ſort, to 
blinde-folde our. owne judgement, and over- 
lookethe ſayds diſorders, and patientlie to at- 
tende the meeting of the ſayde Afſemblie : ſtill 
hoping, that when they were met together, by 
Our Commiſſioner his preſence, and afſiſtance 

| : of 


of ſych other well-diſpolod ſubjeks who were es 
j hce.chere,and by:thcir owne ſceing the reall per- at's 
formance of all that was promiſed by: our laſt 
Proclamation, they ſhould haue beene induced 
T0 returne totheir due obedience of Subjectes : f 
zur perceaving that their ſeditions diſpoſi- | 
1 | tion {ill inorcaleth, by 'their repairing to the 
5  fayde Aﬀ4emblie, with great Bands and Troupes 
tht of Mcn, all boddin in feare of Warre, with 4- 
|. Gunnes and Piſtolcts, contrarie to the Lawes of 
- this Kingdome, cuſtome obſerved inall Aſſem- 
blies and in high contempt of our laſt Proclama- | 
tionat Edinburgh the xvj of this inſtant; As alſo , 
by their peremprory refuſing of our aſſeſſors, au- | 
tiorizcd by vs, (altho fewer in number, than our C- 
dcearettFather wasin vie to haue at divers Aſſem- 
blics)the power of voting in this aſſembly, as for- | 
merltc they haue done in other Afſemblics;& by 
their partiall, vnjuſt, and vnchriſtian refuſing,and 
T4 not{uffering'to bee read, the Reaſons and Argu- 
ER _ ments given inby the Biſhops , and their adhe- 
"5 rents, ro Our Commiſſioner, why the Aſſemblie 
n | Ought notto proceede tathe Election of a Mo- 
| | derator without them, neyther yertothe admit- 
ting of anic of the Commiſſioners, of the ſaydes 
p Commiltioners from Presbyterics, before they - 
| were heard object agaynſt the ſame, though car- 
; eſtlie requyred by Our Commiſſioner in Our 
Name. And notwithſtanding that Our Com- 
I | miſhoner vnder his hand, by warrand from Us, 
"93 -24uc ina ſufficient declaration, of all rhat was 
14 h contayncd | 
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G71 
contayned in Our late Proclamation and Decla- 
ration, the ſame bearing lykewyle Our pleaſure, 


- of the Regiſtration of the ſame in the Bookes of 


Aſſemblic, forthe full aſſurance ofthe true Reli- 
gion to all our good ſubjeRs:And yet not reſting 
fausfied therewith, leſtrhe continuance of their 
meeringrogether, might produce other the lyke 
dangerous Acts, derogatorie to Royall Authori- 


tic, Wee haue thought good, for preveening 


thereof, and for thewholecauſes and reaſons a- 


-boue me:oned, and diverſe others, importing 


the truc Monartchicail government of this eſtate, 


todiſſolue and breake vp the ſayde Aflemblie. 


And therefore 


( )<. WILL TIS, 'and Wee doe dif. 


' charge and inhibire all and whatſoever 
— pretended Commiiſtoners, and other 
members of the ſfayd pretended Aﬀemblie, of 


all further meeting and conveaning, treating and 


concluding aniething belonging to the ſayd Af- 


{emblie, vnder the payne of Treaſon : declaring 
all and whatſoever thatthey thall happen to doe 
in anie pretended meeting rhereaftcr,to bee null, 
of no ſtrength, force, nor effe,with all that ma 

follow therevpon: Prohibiting and diſcharging 
all our Licges to giue obedience thereto, and de- 


claring them, andeveric one of them, free and 


exempr fromthe ſame, and of ali hazard that 


may enſue for not obeyingthereof. And for this 


efict We command and charge all the foreſayds 
pretended 


of the ſayde Aflemblic,tode- 


\ 
. — 
- 


pretended-Commiſſioners , and ocher oo 


. part foorth of this 


Houres aftertÞ*yblication heereof, and to re- 


& 


about their owne private affaires in a quyet man- 


»* 
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_ Citie of Glaſgow » Within the ſpace of xxiv 


ive I . | 
53's nome totheir own houſes, or tharthey goe - 


ner. With ſpeciall proviſion alwayes, that the - 


forcſayd Declaration, given in vnder our Com- 


miſoners hand, with all therein contained, ſhail” 
notwirhſtanding hereof, ſtand full, firme, and. 


ſure, to all Our good Subjects, inall rymes com= 


ming, for the full aſſurance to them of the true: 


Religion. And Our Will is, and Wee com--. 
mand, and charge, That incontinent, theſe Our 


Letters ſecne, yee paſle, and make publication 
hercof, by open proclamation, at the market 
croſſce of Glaſgow , and other places needfull, 


where-through none pretend ignorance of the 


fame, Given vnder our Signet, at Glaſgow, the 


xxix of November, and of Our Reygne the . 


fourteenth yearce, 1638.. 


Sic ſubſcribitnr, -. 


Traquaire, Roxburgh, Murray, Linlithgow; 
Perth , Kingorne,. Tullibardin , Hadington; 
Galloway,Annandaill, Lauderdaill, Kinnoull, 
'Dumfreis, Sourhesk, Belheaven, Angus, 
Dalyell, I. Hay , W. Elphingſtone, Ia, Cars 
michael, I. Hammiltqun. © 
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| Here-as ſome haue 


grven out, That by the 
Act of Coiicel, which explai- 
neth theConfeflion of Faith 
latelie commaunded to bee 
=) ſworneby his Majeſtic, tobe 
. - vnderſtoodotthe Confeſſion 
of Fayth, as it was then profeſſed and reccaved, 
when it was made, and, that in that Confeſſion 
defence both of the Doctrine & Diſciplinethen 
eſtabliſhed, is ſworne; at which tyme, Epiſcopall 
Government being (as they ſay) aboliſhed, it 
muſt needs follow, thar the ſame Government 1s 
by this late Oathabjured. 


And vnderſtanding that even amongſt thoſe 


who continue together ſtillat Glaſgow , vader 


the naine of a pretended and vnlawtull Generall 
Aſſemblic,this objection is heldeto bee of fome 


moment, and vied by them, to the great diſtur- 


bance of the peace of this Church & Kingdome, 
& to the great diſquyeting of the mynds of ſuch 
his Majeſties gaod ſubjectes; as haue taken the 
faid Oath,& yer never.meaned,nor doe mcane,to 
abjure Epiſcopall Government;And to per{ſwade 
others, that if they ſhall cake the ſame Oath, thus 

"= explayn. 


of the taking of the ſayd Oarh, 


+ 


£xplayned by the ſayd Atof Councell,by ſodo- 


ing they muſt likewiſeabjure the ſaid goveramet. 

We Iamts Marques of Hamilton, his Maje. 
ſtics high Comiſſioner, wondring that any ſuch 
ſcrupulous miſconſtruttion ſhould bee made of 
his Majcſties gracious and pious intentions , and 
beeing dcfirous ro remoue all doubtes from the 
mynds of his Majcſties good {ubjects,8: to keepe 


them from bcing poyſoned by ſuch as by forced 


and forged inferences , would make them 
belicuc , that they had actuallie, bytaking thar 
Oath, ſworne thar which neyther virtuallie nor 
verilic they. have ſworne, or ever intended to 


fveare, or was required by Authoritie to bee 


ſworne by them, eyther dirclic or indiredtlic: 
Contfidering rhar all Oaths muſt be taken accor- 


ding tothe mynd.intention,and comandement of 
O . © - V 
that Authoritie which exactcth the Oath : and, 


that we, by ſpecjall commandement from his ſa. 
cred Majeſtie,commanded the ſayde Oath to bee 
adminiſtred, we doe hereby freely & ingenuouſly 
proteiſe and declare our mynd & meaning hercin, 
2S vze haue Conſtantlic heretofore done fince our 
comming intothis Kingdome abour this imploy- 
ment : vzF. That by anie ſuch wordes, or Act of 
Councell,we never meaned or intended that Epi- 
ſcopall Government ſhould be abjured, nor anie 
thing elſe which was eſtabliſhed by Acts of Par- 
liament,or As of the Church of this kingdome, 
which arc now in force, and were {oat the tyme 


Nor 
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Norindeed could we haue anyother intention 
or meaning, being clearlie warranded,& expreile 
lie commaunded by his Majeſties inſtructions, to 


exact the ſayd Oath,and take orderzthar jt ſhould 
be ſworn yea gar the Kingdomezin that faire 


and lawfull ſenſe, and none other. 


Neyther in this poynt did wee deliver our 
own words,or his Majeſties mynd,ambiguouſlie, 
or doubtfullie, ſo as anic other ſenſe,to our thin- 
king, could be picked or wrung out of cytherthe 
one or the other: For wedocatteſt the Lords of 
the Councell, whether we did not to manie,or all 
of them, vpon ſeverall occaſions, in conference. 
with them, ever.fince our comming into this 
Kingdome,conſtantlie declare vnto themuthat his 
Majeſties reſolution was not to ſuffer Epiſcopall 
Government to be aboliſhed: W ce atteſt all the 
Lordes of Seſſion, whether before our tendering 
of that Oath to themzor their Lordſhips taking of 
it, wee did not fullic and freelie declare to them, 
that his Majeſties mynd,in commanaing vsto ſce 
this Oath taken, and our owne mynd in requiring 
them to take it,was onlie to ſettle, and ſecurethe 
Religion and Fayth profeſſed in this Kingdome; 
but was not to bee extended to the abjuring of 
Epiſcopall Government,or anie other thing now 
In force, by the Lawes of this Church and State, 
atthetime of adminiſtring this Oath;which their 
Lordſhips, being the Reverend and Learned Iud. 
gcs of the Laws, knew well could not be abjured: 
after which perſpicuous predeclaration of our 

FD; mync, 
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mynd, their Lordſhips vndoubtedlic in that ſame 


ſcnſe, and none other, tooke the ſayd Oath. 
And now, good Reader, having heard his 
Majcſtics mynd and intention , and 1n purſuance 
of them,the mynd of hisMajeſties ugh Commil- 
f1oner concerning this Oath, the reaſons to repell 
the former objection, ſeeme to be necdlefle, (the 
knowne mynde of the ſupreme Magiſtrate, who 
vrgethan oath, being to be taken for the vndoub- 
ted ſenſe of it: ) yer foraſmuch as that objection . 
hath of latebcene maynlie vrged, for alienating 
the myndes of manie of his Majeſties good Sub- 
jetsand well-affected to that Government,from 
adhering vnto it, bee pleaſed to knowe, That the 
former objection hath neyther ſhowe nor force 
of reaſon init; and, That by the ſayd Oath, and 
that explanation ſet downein the Act of Coun. 
cell, Epiſcopall Government neyther was, nor 
poſſiblic could bee abjured ; and that for manie 
reaſons, bur eſpeciallic theſe fiue, which wee ha- 
ving ſecne andapproved, haue caufed to bee here 
inſerted, andleaue them to thyne impartiall con- 


_ fxderation. 


. 


Firſt: GOD forbid it ſhould be imagined, that 
his Majeſty ſhould command his Subjects to take 


an Oath,which in it ſelfe is abſolutelic valawful. 


But fora man to ſweare agaynſt a thing which is 
eſtabliſhed by the Lawes of Church and King- 
dome in which he liveth,(vnlefle that thing be re. 
pugnant tothe Law of GOD) is abſolutelic vn- 
lawfull, vatill ſuch tyme as that Kingdome and 
BETH -_ Church 
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Church doe firſt repealethole Laws: And there- 
fore, Epiſcopall Government nor being repug- 
nant to the Law of GOD, nay, being conſonan: 
vnto it, as bceing of Apoſtolicall Inſtitution , 
(which ſhall be demonſtrated, if anie man plcaſe 
toargue it) and ſtanding fullic eftabliſhed , both 
by Ads of Parliament, and Acts of Generall Aſ- 
ſcmblic,at the tyme when this Oath was admini- 
ſtred; toabjure it before thoſe Acts bee repealed, 
15 abſolutelie valawfull, and agaynſt the Word 
of GOD: and it is to be hoped, no man will con. 
ceauc that his Majeſtie meaned to commaund a 
thing abſolutelie vnlawfull. And if ir ſhould be 
ſayd,as it is ſayde by ſome, (who not being able 
to ayoydethe force of Reaſon, doe betake them- 
ſelues to pittifull ſhifts, and evaſions ) that thoſe 
Ads of Parliament and Aſſemblic, eſtabliſhing 
Epiſcopall Government, were vnlawfullic and 


_ vnduelie 0btayned: certaynlie, ifthey hauc anie 
reaſons for this their bold afſertion, which is of 2 


more dangerous conſequence, than that it ought 
tobe endured in any well ſetled Churchor Com- 
mon-wealth , theſe reaſons may bee preſented 
lIawfullic to theſe judicatories, to entreat them to 
reduce the ſaydes Adts, if there ſhall bee ſtrength 
and vadilitie found in them. But to holde, that 


> OS ou ene oem, =o 


( t4) | 
« Secondlie, it can nor bce imagined that this 
Oath ſhould oblige the now takers of it, farther 
thanit did oblige the takers of it at firſt: for 
Dodrine and poynts of Faythit did oblige them - 
then, and ſo docth it vs now,perpetuallic, becauſe 
: thcſc poynts in themſclues are perpetuall, immu» 
rable, and etcrnall: But for poynts of Diſcipline 
and Government, and Policic of the Church, 
that Oath could binde the firſt takers of it no 
ny longer than that Diſcipline and Government 
bb! ſhould ſtand in force by the Laws ofthis Church 
1 (_ and Kingdome, which our Church in her poſt- 


bY | riue Confeſſion of Fayth, printed amongſt the 
11h = Aces of Parliament, Article 20. 21. declareth | 
_- ____ tobecalterable atthe will of the Church it ſelfe, 
7 1_ and ſo repcalable by ſuccceding Actes, if the 
| [Re Church ſhall ſee cauſe. Whena King at his Co- | 


* ronation taketh an Oath to rule according to the 
_—_ Lawes ofthis Kingdome,or a Iudge at his admiſ- 
Wh. -- fion fwearcth to giue judgement according to 

li theſe Lawes, the meaning of their Oathes can 

= +l not bce that they ſhall rule or judge according to 

_ ; them, longer than they continue to be lawes: Bur | 

b -| ifanic ofthem ſhall comeafrerwardes to be law- | 

7. IEG fullic repealed, both King & Iudge are free from 
BEE ruling and judging, according to ſuch of them as 

are thus lawfully repealed,notwithſtanding their 
 originall Oath. Since therefore , if the firſt 
rakers ofthar Oath were nowe aliue, they could 
not bee ſayde to haue abjurcd Epiſcopall Go- 
Vernment, which hathbecne ſince eſtabliſhed by 


Laiwes 


: 
j 
I 
4 
J 
b 


(15) 
Lawes of this Church and Kingdome, eſpeciallie 
colideringthatthis Church in her confeſſion hol- 
deth, Church Governmentro bee alterable art the 
will ofthe Church: certaynlic weerepearting but 
their Oath, can not bee {ayde to abjure that Go- 
vernment now, morethan they could bec {ayde_ 
to doe it, if they were now aliue, and repcating pb 
the ſame Oath. | 4 
Thirdlic: How can it be thought,thatthe verie 3» : 
act of his Majeſties comanding this oath, ſhould » 
make Epiſcopall Government to bee abjured by 'T 
it, more than the Covenarters requiring it of their | 1 
aſlociates, in both Covenants the wordes and {yl- V... | 
labes of the Confeion of Fayth being the ſame 2 1 
Now. rt is well known, that manie were brought |  \Þ 
in, to ſubſcribe their Covenant, by the folemne # 
| proteſtations of the Contrivers and Yrgers of it, 
i that they might ſubſcribe.ir without abjuring of 
| Epiſcopacie_,and other ſuch thinges as were cſta. 
bliſhed by Lawey, ſince the tyme that this 04th 
was firſt invented and made: and the three Mini- 
ſers, in their firſt Lxſweres to the Aberdene_ 
ueres, haue fullicand clearlic expreſied them- 
{clues tothat ſenſe; holding theſe thinges for the 
preſent, not to bee abjured, bur onlic referred to 
the tryall of a Free Generall Aſſemblie_: and lyke- 
wyſc the Adherers to the laſt ProteZationg agaynſt 
his Majeſties Proclamation, bearing, date the 9 of 
September, in their ninth Reaſsn, agaynit the Sab- 
ſeriprion vrged by his Majeſtic , doe playnlic 
averre, That this Oath wreed by his _” 
vet 
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4 _ deeth obliedge the takers. of it, To mayntayne Pearth 
Articles , and, To mayntayne Epiſcopacte. Why, 
therefore, ſome men ſwearing the ſame wordes 
and ſyllabes, ſhould hauc their wordes taken to 

another ſenſe, and bee thought to abjure Zpiſco- 

"19 pall Governament, more than others who haue 

taken the ſame Oath in the ſame wordes, muſt 
needes paſſe the capacitic of an ordinaric vnder- 
ſtanding. 7 
4. Iris a receaved Maxime, and 7 can not bee dee 
nycd, but that Oathes miniitred unto vs,mus5t eyther 
bee refuſed , er elſe taken according ts the knovwne 
mynde, profeſſed intention, and expreſſe- Command 
| of Anthoritie, vrging the ſame. A Propojition, 
ih not onlic receaved in all Schools, but politiuelie 

] ſer downe by the Adherers to the fayde ProteFta- 

ih tion, totidems werbis, in the place aboue cited, 

8 Bur it is notoriouſlie knowne, cven vnto thoſe 
Ws who ſubſcribed the Confe/on of Fayth,by his Ma- 

+: | _ jeſlttes commandement, that his Majeſtie not one *. 

A: lie in his Kingdomes of England and Ireland, is a o 

s (of = CMayntayner and Yp-holder of Epiſcopall Governe 

rh --ment, according tothe Lawes of rhe ſayde Chur- 

b ches and-Kingdomes , bur that lykewyſe heeis a 

'Defender,and intendeth to continue a Defender of 

, the ſame Government in his Kingdome of Scot... 

| {and, both before the tyme, and at the tyme 

when hee vrged this 04th, as is evident by that 
which is in my Lord Commiſſioner his Preface >, 

4\ both concerning his Majeſtics 7»/{ructions to bis 

e Grace, and his Graces expreſſing his Majcſties 
(| : mynde 


£417-1 
mynde, both to the Lordes of Connce/l, and tothe. 
Lordes of Seſſion. And the fame lykewyle is. 
playnlie exprefſed and acknowledged by the Ad. 
herers tothe ſayde Prote#ation,in the placeaboue: 
_ Cited; their wordes beeing theſe, And it i mot. 
manife#, that his Majeftics mynde, intention, and 
commanundement, « noxe other, but that the Confeſſion "74 
. bee ſworne, for the mayntenance of Religion, 4s it 1s | 
alreadie or preſentlie profeſſedz ( theſe two beeing co. 1M 
ancident altogether one and tlie ſame, not onelic in ogr | 
common forme of ſpeaking, but in au his Majeities 4 
Proclamations: ) and thus as it concludeth, and con- 8 
rnueth within the compaſſe thereof, the foreſayaes os 
Novutions and Epiſcopacie, which vader that name F 
| Were alſo ratified, tn the firit Parliament holden by = 5 
| —__ - bus MajeFtte, _ 
| From whence it is playne;, that Epzſcopacie not 
| _-- *beeing taken away, or ſuſpended by anie of his 
Majeſties Declarations,as thole other things were 
which they call Nowazrons, it muſt necdes, both 
in deede,and inthe judgement of the ſayde Prote- 
fters, no wayes bee intended by his Majeſtic, ro 
'bee abjured by the ſayd 0414. Nowe, both the 
Major, and that part of the Minor, which concer-= 
neth Epiſcopall Government in the Church of Scor- 
{and, beeing clearlic acknowledged by the Prote- 
flers; and the other part of the Mizor, concerning 
that Government in his other two Kingdomes, 
b:eing notoriouſlie knowne, not onlic to them, 
bur toall others, who knowe his Majeſtic, how it 
can bee imagined,that his Majeſtic, by that 0 * 
| | 11109}: 
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ſhould command Epiſcopacie to bee abjured : or 


howe could anie one, to whome his Majeſties 
mynde, conceining Fpiſcopall Government, was 
knowne, honeſtlic or ſaftelicabyure itslet it be left 
tothe whole world to judge; eſpcciallie confide-. 
ring that the ProteZexs themiclucs. in that place. 
aboue cited, by a Dilemma, which wee leaue to. 


themfclues to anſwere, hauc.averred, that when 


that 44 of Connell ſhould come ont , yet that it 
could not be inferred from thence, that anic ſuch 
thing was avjurcd: | 

Fitthe and laſtlic , if the Explanation in that - 
CAC of Conncellbectaken in that not onlic rigid, 
but varcaſonable-and-ſenſeledde ſenſe which they 
vrec, yet they can never make it appeare, that 
Epiſcopall Government at the firſt time of the ade 


' winiſtring of that 04th was aboliſhed: The ve- 
_ rie wordes of that ConfejS;ox of Fayth,immediatly 


aftcrrhe beginning of ut, beeingrnele,, Receaved, 
believed,acfended by manie and ſundrie notable Kirks 
and Realmes, but chieflie by the Kirke of Scotland, 
the Kings Majeſtic, and three eftates of this Realme, 
a5 GOD'S eternall Trueth , and onlie.zround of our 
Salvation, &c. By which i is evident, that the 
Subſcription to this Confeſſion of Fayth, is to bee 
vrgcdin noother ſenſe, thanas it was then behie- 
ved and reccaved by the Kings Majeſtic, and.the 
three Eſtates of- this- realme at that tyme in 
beeing; and it is well knowne,that at that time B1- 
ſhops, Abbots, and Priors, made vp a third eſtate 
of this Realme, which gaue approbation tothis . 


Goff. 
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Confefion of Fayth: and therefore it is-not to bee 


conceaved, that this third eſtate did then abjure 
Epiſcoparte, or that Epiſcopacie was at the firſt 


| ſwearing of that Corfeſzon aboliſhed. But ſay thar 


atthat tyme-it was aboliſhed by Ads of General 
&fſemblie, yet was it not ſoby anic Ad of Parlia- 
ment, nay,by manie Ads of Parliament it Was in 
force, becauſe none of them was repealed ; ſome 
whereof are annexed in the ſheer immediatlie af- 
ter theſe rcaſons, which we pray the Reader care- 
fullieroperuſe and ponder; and ar the veric time 
ofthe taking of this 04th & after, Biſhops, whoſe 
nNamesare well-knowne, were in becing. Now it 
15 to bec hoped that in aMonarchie,oranic other 
well conſtitured republicke, thatdamnable Iclui- 


ticall poſition ſhall never take place, That which 


is once enacted by a Monarch &his three eftates 
in Parl;ament, ſhall ever bee helde repealed or rc- 
pcalable by anic Ecclefiaſticall Nationall Synod. 


By all which.it is evidenr, that the Explanation 
_ of that 47 of Conncell{o groundleflie vrged,can 


induce no man to imagine, that by the Confeſ7o 
of Fayth latclic{worneby his Majeſtics comman- 
dement, Epiſcopall Governmezt, which then did, 
'and yet docth ſtand eſtabliſhed, by 4s of this 
Church and Kingdome, eyther was, or poſliblie 
could bee abjured. z [14:0 

And having nowes good Reader, heard his 
Majeſtiesmynde, in'his 1»ſfrud#ions toys, our 
myade in requyring, int his Majeſties name, this 
94th to bee taken, andrheſe few Reaſons of manic 


Y'} 5 Which 


140) 


which doecvidentlie evince the in-conſequence 


of that ſenſe, which without anic ſhowe of infe. 
rence,is put vpon it by thoſe, who would goe on, 


in making men ſtill belicue, that all which they 


doe or fay,is grounded vpon Authoritic, though 
they themſclues doe well knowerthe contrarie : 
wee ſuppoſe, thar all they who haue taken this 
oath,wil reſt farisficd,that they haue not abjured 
Epiſcopall Government ;, and, that they. who ſhall 


take it, will take it in none other ſenſe, , 


Which tymelie Warning of ours, wee are the: 
more willing to giue, becauſe we are givento vn- 


derſtand,that eve they who were wont to call the- 


takers of this 04th, (norwithſtanding of char Ex- 
planation by Ad of Conncell ). perjured and darined 
perſons; and in their Pulpits, called the vrging of 
it, The depth of Satan, doe nowe meane to take it 
themſclues, & vrge others to take it in that ſenſe 


which they make men belieue(though wrongful. 


lie) that Adof Conncel maketh advantageous to. 


their endes . | ER 
But we do,in his Majetics name,require, that 


none preſumeto take the ſayd 0ath, vnleſſe they 


be required ſoto doe,by ſuch as ſhall haue lawful 


authoritie from his Majeſty,to adminiſter it vnto 


them: bcing confident, that none eyther will, or 
can,takethe ſayd 0ath, oranicother 0ath,in ante 
ſenſe, which may notconfiſt with Epiſcopall Goe 
wernment, having his Majeſties ſenſe; and ſo the 


ſenſe of all lawfull Authoririe fullic explayned: 
Yato them, 


«aw +* ot * <0  — o# - wo R0— - — —- 


HAMMILTOPN. 


% 


OY 


Be 2s Net 


_——<——— ———— —— 


Re SIN 


_ Ar 


[FO—ALd YT; 


riſaitt10n Was 1n force» 


no wayeSaboliſhcd,nor ſup. 
preſſed, in the yeare 1580, 
noratthetyme of Reforma. 
" tion of Religion within the 
Realme of Scorland, doeth cvidentlic appearc by 
the £4#s of Parliamentafter mentioned. 
Firſt; By the Parliament 1567, Cap. 2 : Wherc- 
by at the tyme of Reformation, the Pope's authori. 


tie was aboliſhed, irisenacted bythe layde £47, 


T hat no Biſhop, nor other Prelate in this Realme, wſe 
avie juriſdittion in tyme comming, by the Biſhop of 
' Romes authoritie. And by the third: 47 ct the 
ſame Parliament, whereby it is declared, That a 
Adts, not agreeing with GOD'S Word, and contrd- 
rie to the Confeſtion of Fayth approved by the Eſtates 
in that Parliament, to hane none effett nor ſirengih 11 
tyme to come, Whereby itisevident, that it was 
notthe Reformers intention, to {uppreſſe Epiſco- 
pacie; but that Biſhops ſhould nor vie anie, 7uriſ- 
dion by the Biſhop of Rome his URLOrige And 

| | ſecing 


EES Hat Epiſ copall Tu- 


by Ades of Parliament, and. 
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ſceing they did allowe Epiſcopaczeto continue in 

the Church, that they did not eſteeme the ſame 

contrarie to GOD'S Word, and Confeſontore. 

fayd: as appeareth more clearlie by the ſixth A& 

* the ſayde Parliament, which is ratified inthe 

Patliament 1579, Cap, 68+ whereby it is decla- 

red, T hat the miniſters of the blifſed Evangell of IE. 

SYS CHRIST, whom GO D of Hu mercie hath now 

rayſed vp amoneſt vs,or hereafter ſhall rayſegagreeing ; 

6 with them that now liue in deeirine or adminiſtration OY 
| ET of the Sacraments, andthe people of thus Realme that 

Y oh; profeſſe CHRIST, as Heers now offeredin Hu Evan 

TOE gell, and doc communicate with the bole Sacraments,* 
xs in the Reformed Churches of this Realme they are 
publicklie adminifrated, according to the Confeſion 
of the Fayth,tobee rhe onelie true and holic Church of 
'g FEES  1ESFS CHRIST, within this Realme : without 
anic exception, by reaſon of Policie and Diſci- 
3 p/inc : declaring onelie ſuch as eyther gayne-ſay 
Us: - the Word of the Evangell ,' according vnto the 
i | __ heads of theſſayd Confef7on; or refuſe the partici- 
pation of the holie Sacraments, as they are nowe 


"x miniſtrated, to bee no members of the ſayde 
1s Church, ſo long as they keep themſelucs ſo-divi. 


f ded from the {foctctie of CHRIST'S Bodie. 
* OW 'W hereby iris manifeſt, that ir was not the ſayde 
Refarmers mynde, to exclude anie from that ſo- 
cictic, by reaſon of Diſciplize, and, that they did 
not, atthat tyme, innovate, or change anie thing 
1n that Polzcerhey found inthe ſayd Church be- 
fore the Reformation, DEC LY LE: 
1 £11. This 
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This is Iykewyſe evident, by the 04th to bee. 


miniſtred r0Ghe KING at his Coronation, by the 
eyght 47 of the ſay 


de Parliament, whereby hee 
iSto ſweare, to mayntayne the true Religion of IE- 
SYS CHRIST, the preaching of His holie Word, and 
due and right miniſtration of the Sacraments, noW re- 
ceaved and preached within this Realme, and ſhall a- 
boliſh and gayn-ſland all faiſe Religion contrarie t6 
the ſame; without ſwearing toanie 1:novation of 


.Policic, and Diſc ipline of the Kirke. 


Secondlic,it docth evidentlie appeare by theſe 
ſubſequent 47s of Parliamenr, that by the mu- 


nicipall lawe of this Realme, Arch-biſhops and 
-Biſhops, were not onlicallowed in the Church, 
but alſo had juriſdiQion and authoritie, to go- 
verne the ſame. 


Firſt ; By the 24 4# of the ſayde Parliament: 


whereby all civill priviledges erauntcd by our [0- 


weraygne Lord's Predeceſſours,to the Spirituall eſtate 
of thu Realme, are ratified inall poyntes , after the 


forme and tenony hereof. And by the 35 At of 


the Parliament 1571 ; whereby all aud whatſoever 
Aftes and Statutes made of before, by our ſoverayane 
Lord,and hu Predectſſowrs, anent the FreedomeL and 
Libertie of the true Church of' GOD, are ratified, and 


&pproved. 3 
By the 46 AF of the Parliament 1572; where- 2» 


by ir is declared, That Arch-biſhops & Biſhops, 
haue the authoritic,& are ordayned, to conveane 


and depriue, all inferiour perſons, becing Mini-- 
ers, who ſhall not ſublcribethe Articles of Reli- 
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gf02, and giue thcir 04th, tor acknowledging-and 
*Y \ Tecognoſcing of our Soveraygne Lord, and his 
_ authoritic; and bring a Te#:moniall in wryring, 
therevpon, within a moneth aftertheir admiſ- 
ſion. 
3. Bythe48 Adof the ſame Parliament, where. 

by it is declared, That Arch-biſhops and Biſhops: 

| haue authoriric,at their Yi/earions,to defignc Mi- 8 

niſters Gleybes. | oy 
4+ Bythe 54 4# of the ſayde Parliament; where = 

by Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, are authorized ta 
nominate, and appoynt, at their Y:ſit ations, per- 
ſons 1n everie Parochin, formaking and ſctting 
of the Taxation, for vpholding and reparing of 
Churches, and Church-yardes: and, to con- 
veane, trye, and cenſure, all perfons, that ſhall be | 
found to haue applycd to their owne vie, the 
Stones, Timber, or anic thing elſe,pertayning to 
Churches demoliſhed. 5 To, 

By the 55 47 of the Parliament 157 3; where- 
by Arch-biſhops and Biſhops are authorized, to 
7 admoniſh perſons married, in caſe of deſertion, 
to adhcre: and 1n caſe of diſobedience, to dire? 
charges, ts the Miniitex of be Parochin,to proceede 
to the Sentence of Excommunication. : | 

By the 63 CA of the Parliament 1578; 
whereby Biſhops, (and where no Biſhops are 
provided, the Commiſſioners of NDioceſles ) 


haucauthoritie, to trye the Rents. of Hoſpitalls, 
and call for the Foundations thereof. 


7. By the 69 Act of che Parliament 1579; where- 
| bythe 
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by the juriſdition of the Church, is declared, to 


ſtand in preaching the Word of TESVS CHRIST, 
correfFion of Manners, and adminiitration of the ho2 


tie Sacramentes: And yet none other Authoritie 


nor Office-bearerallowed,and appoynted by AF 
of - Parliament , than is allowed by the former 
Ads; bur Arch-biſhops and Biſhops,intended ro 
continue intheir authoritie: as is cleare by theſe 
Ades following. 

Firſt: By the 71 4 of the ſame Parliament, 
whereby perſons returning from their Travels, 
are ordayned, wichin the ſpace of twentic dayes 
after their returne, ?s paſſe to the Biſhop, Superenten. 
aeut, Commiſioner of the Kirkes where they arriue 


and reſ1de,and there offer to make and giue acon- 


feſlion of their fayth: or then within fourtic days 
to remoue themſclues foorth of the Realme. 
By the 99 AFafthe Parliament 1581, where. 
by the forefaydes 4s are ratified and approved. 
By the 130 A#ofthe Parliament 1584; where- 


by it is ordayned, that none of his Majeſties 


Liedges and SubjeRs preſume orrake vpon hand, 
to impugne the dignitie and authoritic of the 
three Eſtates of this Kingdome, whereby the ho« 
nour and authoritie of the Kings: Majeſties ſu- 
preme Court of Par/iament , paſt all memorie of 
man, hath beene continued , 8 ro ſeeke or procure 
the innovation or diminution of the power and authg. 
ritie of the ſame three eſtates, or anie of them, in tyme 
camming, wnaer the payneof Treaſon. 


By the 131 cA@ofrhelame Parliament, wheres 47 


by all 
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by all judgements and juriſdictions as wellin ſpi. 


rituall as temporall cauſes, in practiſe & cuſtome, 
during theſe twentie foure yeares by-paſt,norap. 
proved by his Highneſle and three eſtates in Pax. 
lament, axe diſcharged : and whereby it is defen- 
ded, That noneof hu Highneſſe Subjedtes of whatſq- 
ever qualitie, eſtate, or funttion they bee of, ſþiritaal 
or termporall,preſame,or take ypon hana, t0 convocate, 
conveane,or aſſemble themſelues together, for holding 
of Councels, Conventions, or Aſſemblies, to treat, con- 
ſelt, or determinate in ane matter of eſtate, cavill or 
Eccteſraſticall, ( except in zhe ordinarieJjudgements) 
without his Majeſties ſpeciallcommandement, or ex. 
preſſe licence had and obtayned to that ffetF. _ | 

By the 132 Ad of the ſaide Parliament, autho- 
rizing Biſhops, to try and judge Miniſters guiltic 
of crymes meriting deprivation. 

By the 133 Ad of the ſame Parliament, orday- 
ning Miniſters exercing anie office beſide their 
Calling, to bee-tryedand adjudged cuJpable by 
their Ordinaries. 

By the 23 Ad of the Parliament 1587. where. 
by all 4s made by his Highneſle, or his moſt 
noble Progenicors, anentthe Kirke of GOD, and 
Religion preſentlic profeſſed, are ratified. | 

By the 231 4 of the Parliament 1597. bea- 
ring, Thatour Soveraygne Lord, and his Highneſſe 
Eſtates in Parliament, having ſpectall-conſideration 
of the great priviledaes and immunitzes grame d by 
brs Highneſſe Predeceſſours,to the hetre' Kir ke within 
thi Realme , andtothe ſpecial perſons exercing the 


 ofices 
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#fjices, titles, and dignities of the Prelates within the 


| ſame, which perſons haue ever repreſented one of the. 


Eſtates of this Realme, in all conventions of the ſaydes 
Eſt ates.andthat the ſayds privelcdges and freedomes, 
haze beene from tyme to tymerenued and conſerved, 
in the ſame integritie wherein they were at anic tyme 
before. So that hus Majeſtie acknowledging the ſame 
io bee fallen now under hu Majeſties moſt favourable 
protettion; therefore his Majeſtie, with conſent of the 
Eſtates, declareth,that the Kirke within this Realme, 
Wherern the true Religion wsprofeſſed , is1he true aud 
holie Charch: And that ſuch tMinifters as his Mas 
Jeftre at anietyme ſhall pleaſe ro provide to the 0f- 


| fee, Plast, 'T ile, and Dignitic of a Biſhop, CC. 


all haue vote in Parliament, ficklyke and als freelie 
as anic other Eccleſiaſticall Prelate hai at anie tyme 
by-z2one, And alfo declareth , that all Biſhop- 
rickes vaking, or that ſhall vake, ſhall bce onelie 
diſponed ro actuali Preachers and miniſters inthe 


Church,or ſuchas ſhall rake vpon them to exerce 


7 


theſayde Function, 

By the 2 Ad of rhe Parliament 1606; where- 
by the auncient and fundamentall Policie , conſiſting 
in the maynienace of the three Eſtates of Parliament, 
beeing of late greatlie imparted, and almoſt ſubverted, 


efpecrallie by the indirect aboliſhing of the eſtate of 


Ziſhops, by the HT of Annexation : albeit it was ne- 
wr meancdby hs Majeſtie nor by his F [tares,that the 
fayd Eſtate of Biſhops, beeing 4 neceſſarie Eſtate of the 
Parliament, ſhould anie Wayes bee ſuppreſſed, yet by 


Siſmembring and abſtrating from them of their 12. 
H DIIgs 


(28 ) 
vines, beeing brought incontempt and poverne , the 
ſayde Eſtate of Biſhops 1 reſtored, and redintegrate to. 
their ancient and atcuſtomed Honour, Dignities, Pre. 
rozatines, Priviledges, Lands, Teyndes, Rents, as 
the ſame was in thereformed Church, moſt amplie and. 
free, at anie tyme before the AG off Annexation. 
reſcinding and annulling all Ates of Parliament 
made in prejudice of the ſaides Biſhops, in the pre- 
miſſes, or anie of them, with all that hath followed , or 
may follovy therevpon, to the effect they may peace ablie 
exjoye the Honours, Dignities, Priviledges and Prero= 
gatines, competent to them, or their eſtate , ſince the 
= Reformation of Religion. 


C k 


& 


To, Bythe6 A#of the 20 Parliament ; declaring, 


That _Arch= Biſhops and Biſhops, are redintegrate to 
their former Authoritie, Dignitie, Prerogatine, Pri. 
viledges, and Iuriſdictions, lawfullie pertayning and 
ſhall bee knowne to pertayne tothem,, &C. 


11, Byther A&ofthe Parliament 1617, orday- 


ning Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops , to bee elected. 
by their Chapters, and no other wayes, and con= 


(ecrared by the Rites and Orderaccuſtomed. 


—— 
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SZ HARLES, By 

= the grace of GOD, 

SY King o SCOTLAND, 

ING Exncrianme, FrancE, 

| V-D and IxRELand, Defcnder 

Do of the FATTH, To Our 
Lovits, . 


Herauldes, Purſevantes ; Our Shyreffs 


 - Inthatpart,conjundllic,and ſeycrallic, ſpcciallic 


conſtitute, 


ms 


EY 
conſtitute,” Greeting. WHERE-AS, Forthe 
removing of the Diſorders, which haue happe- 
os | © nedof latewithin this Kingdome: And, for Fe 
} ling of a perfe& Peace inthe Church, and Com- 
Cl : mon-ivealth rhere-of ,” WEE were pleaſcd, to 
_ call and indit A FREE GENERALL CAHS- 
SEMBLIF, to bce:holden at Gras cow, the 

xx) day of November laſt; And for Our Subjects 
their better content_and afſurance , that they 
ſhould bee freed of ſuch thinges 4s by their Perz. 
a tions and Supplications given in to the Lordes of + 
= Our Privie Councecll, rhey ſcemed to bce grie- 
A | vedar , WEE, ia ſome ſort, prevented the _4/: 
- ſermblie, by difeharging, by Our Proclamation, the 
Cl Service- Booke, Booke Oi Canons, and High Commiſ- 
| {2, freed and liberate all Our Subjectes, from 
Tl praiſing of the fue 2rtticles, cxcemed all Mi. 
Niſters attheir entrie, from giving anie other 
'F/ 04th, than that which is contayned in the £20 
= x of Parliament, Made all perſons, both Ecclefia- 
ſticall and Civill, lyable to the Cenſure of Par. 
lament, Generall 4ſſemblie, oranie other Indigats- 
77e Competent, according to the nature of theit* 4:1 
Offence ; Had declared all by-gone Diſorders - 
abſotutelic forgotten, and forgiven: And laſt , 
For ſccuring to all, Poſtericie, rhe Truerh, and 
Libertie of REL1G70N, did command the Cox. 
feSten of Fayth, and Band for rnaynrenance there« 
of, and of Aurhoritie in defence of the fame, ſub. 
{crybed by Our deare Father, and his Houſes 
ed what | gow 


— 
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 holde, in Anxo 1580,to bee renewed, and-{ub. 
Tcrybed. agayneby Our Subjectes heere. And, 
albcirt thar this: Our Gracious and Pious Com- 
maund , in ſtead of Obedience and Submiſſion, 
rancountred open and publicke Oppoſition and 
Proteſtation agaynſt the ſame; And that they 
continued rheir daylic and hourlie guarding and 
watching our Caſtle of Edinburgh, ſuffering no« . 
| thing to bee imported there-in, but at their diſ- 
-cretion: ſtopping and impeding anie imporra- 
't10n of Ammuaition, or other Neceſſarics whar- 
ſo-ever, toanie of Our Houſes within this King- 
dome: Denying to Us their Soveraygne Lord, 

[ that Libertie and Freedome, which the mcaneſt 
of them aſſumed to themſelues, (an Ae withour 
precedent orexample in the Chriſtian W orld: ) 

* Lyke as they ſpared not, boldlic and openlie ro 
continue their: Conventions., and Conncell-Tables, 
of Nobilitie, Gentrie; Miniſters, and. Burgcſles, 
within the Citic of E£d;zburgh : Where, not rc- 
garding the Lawes of the Kingdome., without 
warrand of Authoritie, they conycaned, aſſcm- 
bled, and treated vpoen Matters as well Eccleſia. 
Nicallas Civill; Searrheir Injunctions and Dire. 
&ions throughout the Countrey, to their ſubor- 
dinate Tables, and other vnder Miniſters ap- 

_-poynted by them for that effet : And, ynder co- 
Aourand pretext of Religion, excrcifing an vn- 
warranded Libertie, requyred obedience tortheir 
vnlawfull and illegall Dire&ions, to the ſecne 
prejudice of Autholitie, 5nd lang Monarcht: 


call 


pe — Cr oe — <_— 
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call Governament. Arid not-with-ſtanding it 
was evidentlic manifeſt, by the illegall and vn- 


formal Courſe taken in the Eletton of the 
"Commiſſioners for the Aſſemble; whereof ſome 


of them were: vnder the Cenſure ofthis Church; 
ſome vnder the Cenſnreof theChurch of 7reland, 
ſome long fince baniſhed, for avowed teaching 


* agaynſt cMonercbie : others of: them ſuſpended, 


and ſome admitredro the Miniſterie, contrarie to 
the forme prefcrybed by the Eawes of this Kings 
dome: others of rhem Rebells, and at the Horne: 


ſome of them confined, and all of them by 0ath- 
and Subſcription, bound to the overthrowe of 


Fpiſcopall Governament, And by this, and'others 
their Under-hand-working, and private Infor. 


mations; and Perſwaſtons, had given juſt ground. 


of Suſpicion of their Partialirie ; and ſo made 
themſelues vnfit Iudges of what concerneth 


Epiſcopacie: And/als, ' albeit ir was ſtfficientlie 
clearcd;, by the peremptorie and illegall Proce. 
dures of the Presbyteries, who art their owne- 


hand, and by order of Lawe, and without due 
forme of Proceffe, thruſt ont Moderators law- 


fullic eſtabliſhed, and placed others, whome they 


found moſte inclynable to their turbulent Hu- 


moures, aſſociate ro themſclues, for chooſing of 


the Commiſhoners' to the {//emblie, a Laicke 
Elder outcfF each Pariochi, who beeing in moſte 


places equall, if notmoe in number than the Mi. 


niſterie, made choyſe both of the Miniſters who- 
— Houldbec Commiltioners from the Presbyre- 
: TiE$,as * 


— — ——  __< — 


>— 


Ds of 
<> 0lfiires * 


— 


* 
- 


C8.) 
zies, asalſo of a Laicke Elder, (which in tyme 
will prouc tobee a dangerous Conſequence, and 
Import an heavie Burden to the Libertic of the 
Church, and Church-men ) beeing more dire- 
Cted therein, by the Warrandes of the foreſayde 
pretended Tables, than by their owne judge- 
mentes ; as appeared by the ſeverall Inſtructions 
ſent fromthem, (farre contrarie to the Lawes of 
this Countrey, and fowable cuſtome of this 
Church ) ſome whereof were produced, and ex- 
hibitby Our Commiſſoner,and publicklie read: 
One whereof diredted to the Noble-men and 
Barons of each Presbyterie, docth amongſt ma= 

_ nie other odde paſſages, require Diligence_; 
leſt ( ſay they ) by our owne S:/{zweſſe— and Trea- 
 cherie_s, wee loſe fo fayrean occaſion of our Li- 
bertie_, buth- Chriftian and Civil, A ſtrange 
phrate,to procecde from ductifullor loyall-hear- 
ted Subjectes ! The other, to the Moderators 
/ of ſeverall Presbyteries, vader the Title of Pri. 
 wvate_s Inſtructions, Auguſt 27, contayning , firſt, 
"That theſe Private Infirudions ſhall bee diſco- 
vered to none, but to Brethren well-affected to 
the Cauſe, 2. Order muſt be taken, that none 
bechoſen Ruling-Elders, but Covenanters, and 
theſe well-aftected to- the Buſineſſes. 3. That 
where the Miniſter is-not well-affeted, the Ru. 
ling Elder bee choſen: by the Commiſſioners of 
the Shyre, and ſpoken vato particularlie for that 
effet. 4. That they bee carcfull,thar no Chaps. ! 
pell-men, Chapter-men,.or a Miniſter, Iuſtice 
7 = *, == -_ oz. 
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the Commithioner of the Shyre, cauſe conveane 
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of Peace bee choſen, although Covenanters , ex- - 


cept they haue publicklie renounced of declared 


the vnlawfulneſſe of their Places. 5. That the 


Ruling Elders , come from everie Church, in 


equall number with rhe Miniſters, Andif the Mi- 


niſter oppoſe, to put themſclues'in poſſeſſion, 
notwithſtanding of anie oppoſition. * 6. That 


before him the Ruling Elder of everie Church, 
cholen before the day of the EleQion, and 1n- 


joyne them, vpon their Oath,  That'they citic 


voyce ro'none, butro thoſe who are named al- 
readie at the Mceting of Edinburgh, 7. That 


' Where there is a Noble-man in the boundes of 
© the Presbyterie, hee bee choſen: and wherethere 


1s none, there bee choſen a Baron, or one'of the 


beſt Qualitie and he only a Covenanter. 8. That 


the ableſt man in everie Presbyterie bee provi- 


dedro difpure ; De poteftate ſuprems Magitra- 


ers irs Eccleſiatticrs preſertim inconvocanan Conct- 
tis, &, Whereby it is moſte evident , what 
Prelimitations, and indirect and partiall Courſes, 


and dangerous Propoſitions, haue bene vſcd in 


the Preparations and Eleftions to this pretended 
Aſſemblies. By which volaw full doinges, al- | 


tho Wee had ſufficient reaſon, ro haue diſchar- 
ged the Meeting of the ſſemblie, yer We plea- 
{cd patientlie roatrende the ſame: Still hoping, 


' that when they were mct together, by the pre. 

Fence of Our Commiſſioner , and aſſiſtance of 

ſome well-affeted SubjeRes, who were to bee 
od ER there, 


IJ” ®., 
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there, and by their owne ſecing the reall perfor 


4 


| mance of what was promiſed by Our Proclama. 


tion, they ſhould hane beene moved to returne to 
the due obedience of Subjects. 'But when Wee 
perceaved, that ther turbulent Diſpoſitions did 
increaſe, as was manifeſt by their reparing to the 
ſayde pretended CA4ſſemblie_, with great Troups 


.and Bands of Men, all boden in feare of Warre, 
 wirh Gunnes and Piſtolls, contrarie to the Laws 
of this Kingdome, and in high contempr of Our 
Proclamation at Edinburgh, the xvj of November 
-laſt. As alfo by their peremprorie refuljng to 
the Aſſeſſoures authorized by US, ( altho fewer 
in number than our: deareſt Father was in vie 
to haue) the power of Voting inthis C/ſemblic, 
-as formcrlic they had donein all others: openlie 


averring, That Wee nor Our Commiſſioner had 
no farther power there, than the meaneſt Com= 
miſtioner of theirnumber : and by their partiall 
and vnzuſt refuſing, and not ſuffering to bee read, 


the Reaſons and Argumentes given n by the Biſ. 
ſhops, and their Adherentes, to Our Commil- 
fioner, why they onght nor to proceede to the 


Election of a Moderator, neyther'yet to the 
trying and admitting of the Commiſſioners, be- 
fore they were heard, tho in Our Name they 
wereearneſtly requeſted therevnto by Our Coin- 


miſfioner. And not-with-ſtanding that Our 


Commiſſioner, by Warrand from Us, gaucin 
vnder his hand, a ſufficient Declaration of all 


that Was contayned in Our late Proclamation : 


K Beart02 
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Bearing lykewyſe Our Pleaſure, of the Regiſtia- 
tion of the ſame inthe Bookes of A4ſſemblze, for 
full aſſurance of the Trueth and Libertic of Reli- 
gion, to all Our good Subjectes ; as docth clear. 


| =_ is 
| 


"2p the Tenom followeths * THE KING'S MA- 


= 2/2 77 © intended, hath beene graciouſlic pleaſed to diſ- 


lcth and reſcindeth all Afes of Councell, Procla. 
mations, and other Adfes and Deedes whatſoever 


ſhing of them, orcyther of them; and declareth 
the ſumeto bee null, and tohaue no force, nor 


MAIESTIE, as hee conccaved for the caſe and 


Commiſion, that thereby 1uitice-,might bee ad- 
miniſtrate, and the faulces-and erroures of ſuch 
perſons asaremade lyable therevnto, taken ore 
der with, and puniſhed, witly the more conves 
niencie, andleſle troubleto the people: But fin- 
ding his gracious intention therein .to bee miſ= 


by Theſe hee doeth diſcharge the ſame, and all 


o 
i 


;_ lic appeare by the Declaration it.ſelfe, where- of. 


-,.. of M- IESTIE bceing informed, That manie of his 

| 7 #"" YL p, F., good Subjectes haue apprehended ; that by the 
cn NY RR introducing of the Service-Booke, and Booke of 
FAS. »  {Canozs,the inbringing of Superſtition hath becne 

it | _ 

| Ee - my jv _ "charge; Lykeas by Theſe hee doeth diſcharge 
Fo £8 the Service Booke , and Booke of Canons, and the 
" - @I©yratiſcofthem, andeyther of them; and annul- 


that haue beene made, or publiſhed, for eſtabli-- 


effec, ina tyme comming. THE KING'S. 
benefite of the SubjeQs, eſtabliſh:d the Hzzb - 


taken, hath beene pleaſed to diſcharge;, Lyke as 


if AGes and Deeves whardocyes made for eſtabli. 


_—_— — 
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ſhing thereof. AND, The King's:Majeſtie 
becing informed, That the vrging of the fiue 47» 
ricles of Pearih Aſemblie, hath bred Diſtration 
in the CHYVRCH and ESTATE, hath beene 
Sraciouſlie pleaſed,to take the ſame to his Royall 
Conſideration; and, forthe Quyetand Peace of 
his Countrey, hath not onlic diſpenſed with the 
practiſe of the ſaydes TAticles , But alſo diſchar. 
oedall and whatſoever perſons, from vrging the 
practiſe thereof, vpon eyther Laicke or Eccleſia» 


ſticall perſon whatſoever; And hath fred all his - * 
Subjectes, from all Cenſures and Paynes, whe. | 4 
ther Eccleſiaſticall or Secular, for not vr- a | 
ging , practiſing,, or obeying them, or anie | | 
of them, norwithſtanding of anieching contay. | "I 
ned in the Aces of Parliament, or Generall iſe. = 


ſemblie_,to the contrarie.. AND, His Maje. 
| ſtie is farther contented, That the L4/emblic_ 
take the ſame ſo farre to their Conſideration, - as - t 
to repreſent it vnto the next Par/iamert; there ro = 
bee ratified, as the Eſtates ſhall bee found fit- #- 
ting. AND, Becauſe it hath beene preten- "8 
ded> That 0athes haue beene adminiſtrated diffe. 
rent from that which is ſet downein the 4Zes of - 
_ Parliament, his Majeſtic is pleafcd to declare by : | Þ 
| mee, That noother 0a#b ſhall be required of anie 
Miniſter at his Entrte, than that which is ſet | 
downe inthe 4Fof Parliament, AND, Thar - 
it may appeare howecarefull his Majeſtic is, that | 
no Corruption ,. or [nzovation, ſhall creepe into ” | 
is Church, neyther yet anie Scandal, Yyces, or ; Þ . 
MY . 3 Fauls, & 
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Fault, of anie perſon whatſoever, cenſurable ot 
puniſhable by the Aſſemblies, goe long vnpuni. 
ſhed. HIS MAIESTIE 1s content to declare 
by mee, and aſſure all his good People, That Ges 
nerall aſſemblies ſhall bee kept ſo oft. andalſe off, 
_ as the Effayres of this Church ſhall requyre, 

AND, That none of his good Subjectes may 


haue cauſe of Grievarces, agaynit the Procees 
dinges of the Prelatcs, HI'S MAIESTIE is 


contented, That all and evericone of the preſent: 


Biſhops, and their Succeſſoures, ſhall bee aun« 
ſwerable, and accordinglie from tymeto tyme, 
cenſurable, according totheir merites, by the 
Generall Aſſembliez, AND, To giue all his 
'Majeſtie's good Pcople full aſſurance, thar hee 
never intended to admir anic Alteration, or 
Chanze_—, inthe True— Religion, profciled within 
this Kingdome;, AND, Thar they may bee 
truclic and fullic ſatisfied, of rhe Realitie of His 
Intentions, and integritic of the ſame, His Maje- 
ſtie hath beene pleaſcd, to requyre and com- 
maund all his good Svbjcaes, to ſubſcrybe the 
Confeſcion of Fayth, and Band for mayntenance_s 
there-of, and Of Hts M aje#tie's Perſon and. Authorie 
tie, formerlie ſigned by his deare Father, in 
Anno 1580; And noweallo requyreth all theſe 
of this preſent 4ſſemblie_—,to ſubſcrybe the ſame. 
AND, Irt is his Majeſtics will, That this bee 
inſert and regiſtrate in the Books of sſſemblie_, 


as 2a TeXimoniall to PofferitieL, not onelie of the- 


finceritie of his Intcntionstotheſayd Trues Re- 
ligion, but 


- 


teion, but allo of His Reſolution, to mayntayne 
and defende the ſame, and His Subjectes, in the 
By wr there-of ./7 Which Declaration was 
by Ourſpcciall Commaund and DircQion given 
in, and fubſcrybed by Our Commiſſioner, vpon 
Proteſtation made. by him, Thar his aſſenting to 

the regiſtrating heere-of, ſhould bee no Appro- 

-bation of the lawfulneſſe of this 4ſemblie_, nor 

of anic of the Actes or Deedes done orto bee 

done therein. And finding them in lyke ſorr,no- 

 waycs to beſarisficd therewith, and that nothing 

!ſe was able to giue them content,, except at 

thcir owne pleaſure they were permitted toover- 
throweall Epiſcopall Governament inthe Church, 
| and thereby to abrogate Our.publicke Lawcs- 
| ſtanding in vigour, -by the ſpace of manie yeares 
'Dy-gone,and to alterthe fundamentall Governa- 

F= ment of this Kingdome,.intaking away one of 
three Eftates , contraric-expreſſe Ages of Pay. 

LE -liament. And leſt thecontinuance of their mee. 
._ _.. tings, might haue produced other the lyke dange- 
rous Ades loderogatorieto Royall AuthoritieL, 
Wee were forced for.preveaning thereof,and for 
the cauſes and reaſons aboue mentioned, and dy- 
verſe others importing true Monarchicall Govey- 
vament, to diſſotue and breake vp the ſayde. prc- 
tended Aſſemblie,and to diſcharge them of all far- 
. ther meeting , treating , or concluding of anic 
thing therein : And yet in that calme and peace- 
able way , as Our Commiſſoner before his re- 
moving dcfired their ROR9 Gr AIP. oe 
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that 1ymc, to haue ſayde Prayer, and ſo.conclus. 
ded that dayes Seftoa, that lo they might haue. 
had tyme tothinke ypon the juſt reaſons of his, 
rcfaſtng, to afliſt or bec anie longer preſentatthe, 
fayde pretended Aſſemblies; and of the cauſes, 
moving Us to the diffolving thereof, And not-. 


withſtanding his carneſt viging the ſame, and 


being willing to returnethenexr Marne to heare 
their Anſwere, in placcofall vther ſatisfation 
to his ſorcaſonuble and moderate Gefircs , was. 
refuſed, and met with a Proteſtaticn, of an high 
and extraordinarie ſtraync: hereby preſumirg 
to ſute and call our Counſtl in.queRtton, for 
their duct;full aſſiſtance,and obedicnce vnto Us, 
and Our Commiſtoner, And finding thvir 
diſobedicnce thus to increaſſe, Wee were con- 
ſtrayned” to ditcharge them anew2 agayne the 
next daye thercafrer , by publicke Proclumtion, 
vader the Payne of Treaſva. And albeit that 
their continuance is (uch., as hath nor beene 


heard in former rymes, yet they ſhall never 


moue Us, to alrer the leaſt poynt or Article of 


what W.ce haue alreadic declared by Proclama- 
tion, or Declaration vader Our Commiſſioner's 
hand : All which was publicklic read, and by 
our Commiſſoner requyred to bee inſert and re= 
giſtrated in the Bookes of Aſ/emblie_, therein to 
remayne as a Te##/montie. to Poſteritic ; not on- 
tie of the finceritieof Our Intentions to the true 


taync and defende the ſame, and Our Subjedtes, 
TED" "ML he 


_ Religion, buralſo of Our Reſolution, to mayn- 
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m the Profcſlion thereof, AND petceaving 


: lykewyſe, Thar in contempt of OUR PRO- 'F : 
CLAMATION at GLASGoJ}/, the xxix of I 5 
N OVEMBER laſt, they gOCc ſtill ON, tO CONVEane, | I 
meete,and to make illegall and vawarrandable 1 


Ages, WEE haueconceaved it fittings to fore- 
warne all Our good Subjectes, of the Daunger | 
that they may incurre, by becing inſnared by 
theſe their valawfull Procedures : And, to this 
purpoſe, doe not onelie liberate and free them, 
from all obedienceto anie of the pretended Aites 
made, or to. bee made, art the ſayde pretended 
Aſemblie_,or Committees direrherefrac: bur £ 
allo doc free them from all Payne_ and Cenſare_ 
which the ſayde pretended A4/ſemblie_ ſhall in- 
fAlict vpon them ,. or anie of them: . AND," 
THEREFORE, Doedilcharge, and prohibite, 
all Our Subjectes, That they, nor none of rhem, 
acknowledge, or giue obedience, to anic preten=- 
ded AFes, or Conficatins made, or to bee made, 
at the fayde pretended cMeeringes, vnder all 
higheſt Paynes.. AND, WEE commaund, 
charge, and inhibire, all Presbyccrics, Seſſions 
of Churches,and Minifters, within:this Realme, 
F That none of 'them- preſume , nor take vpon 
| hand, privatelic, nor publicklie, in their Seſſzoxs 
and Meetinges, norin their Conferences, Sermones, 
nor none other manner. of waye, to authorize, 
approue, juſtifie, or allowe, the ſayde vnlawfull 
Meeting, ot Aſſemblies, at GLASGOW, nor fr 
\ _  yertomakeanic A@therevyon, noxto. doe any © | 
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ſeeme to countenance the ſayde vniawfull uzf- 


other thing , private, or publicke, which may \ 
ſemblie_, vnder the Payne to bee holden, repu. | 
| 


red, and eſteemed, and perſued, as guiltic of that 
vnlawfull aecrivg, and to bee puniſhed for rhe 
ſame,with all Rigour. AND SUCH-LYKE, 


WEE commaund all and'{undric Noble-mea, 
Barrons, Gentle-men, Magiſtrates, and all others 


Our Licdges, who ſhall happen to bee preſenr, 
and heare anic Miniſters, eyther in publicke or 


privare Copferences and Speaches, or 1n their Ser= 


ones, tO approue, and allowe, the ſayde vnlaw- 
full (4 ſſemblie—, rayle , or vtter anic {peaches 
agaynſt Our Royall Command ementes, or Pro 
ceedinges of Us, or our Countell, for puniſhing 
or {uppreſling ſuch Enormities; That they make 


relation, and report thereof, vnto Our Counſell, 


bee accordinglic puniſhed; as they will aunſivere | 


and furniſh probation: to the effett the ſame may 


to US therevpon: Certifying them, who ſhall 
heare, and conceale the ſayde ſpeaches, that they 
ſhall bee eſteemed, as Allowers of the ſame, and 
ſhall accordinglie bee taken order with, and pu- 
niſhed therefore, witheur favour. AND, To 


this cffe&t, WEE lykewyſe ſtraytlie charge, and- 


commaund, all Iudges whatſoever within this 
Realme, Clerks, and: Wryters, not te graunt or 


paſle anie 'Bilj, Summonds, or Letters, or anic 


other Exccution whatſoever , vpon ame Ac? or 


- Deed procceding from: the ſayde pretended” A/- 
'ſemblie; AN D-all Keepers. of the SIGNET, 


from 


- I . 
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from fienetting thereof, & tharvnder all higheſt 


Paynes, AND, Becauſe Weegaue Order and 
Commaund, to Our Commillioner ,,-to-make 
open Proclamation, not onlic of Our Senſe, bur 
even of rhe true-meaning of the Confe/ion of 
Faith, ia Anno 1580; by which:it may clearlic 


appeare, Thar as Wee neyerintended thereby to 


exclude EPISCOPACIE; So by no tight 
conſtructioncamn'it bee orher wayes interpreted's 
as is more than evident by the Reaſons contay- 
ned'in the ſayde Declaration , and mamie moe, 
which for brevitie (the thing in itſelf-beeing [6 
cleare ) arc*omitted. HEREFORE, WEE 
doe not onelic prohibite, and — ns Ow Our 


 SubjeRtes, from ſubfcrybing anie 54nd, or giving 


anic Writ, Subſcriprien, or Oath, toror vpon ante 
Aﬀ or Deed, that proceedeth from the/ſaydepre 
tended Aſſemblie: But alſo doe requyre them, 


Not to ſubſcrybe nor ſwearethe ſayd Confeſſions 


tn no other {enſc,than which iscontayned inthe 
fayd Declaration, manifeſted and-emirted by Our 
Commiſhoner, vader all higheft Paynes. AND, 
That none of Our good Subjeces, who in their 
ductie and bound obedience to US, hall refuſe 
to acknowledge the-ſayd pretended Aſſemblies, 


or anie of the pretended Les, Conſtitutions, 


Warranzes, or Direfttens, proceeding therefrac, - 


may haue juſt ground of feare of danger or harme 
by doing hereof, WEE doeby Thele promiſe, 
AND, UPON THE WORD OF A 
XING, Oblicdge Our Selues, By all the Royal 


M . Authorite 


CN 


_ end Goods, agaynſt all and whatſoever perſon 
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Authoritje and Power wherewith G O D hath 
 Endewed US, ToproteQand defend them; and 


everic one of rhem, incheir Perſons, Fortunes, 


or perſons, who ſhall dare or preſume, to call 
to queſtion, trouble, or anie wayes moleſt rem, 
vr aftie of then, therefore. AND, 


UR WILL IS, And WEE commaund, 
AJ" and charge, That incontinent, theſe Our 
Leteereſeene,, yer. palſe, and make publication 
hceereof, by open Proclamation, at the Mercat 
Crolle of EDINBYRGH, and others places 
aeccdfull, Where«through none pretend igno- 
xanceof the fame. Given from Our Court, at 
WHYTE-HALL, the viij day of December, and 


of Our Reygnethe fourteenth yeare, 2638 


——_— wy 


